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Background

The First investigation in 1968

Legislation in 2001

Steered by the Road Accident
Investigation Delegation

Managed by Finnish Motor Insurers’
Centre FMIC

Financed with a road safety charge
Part of motor liability insurance
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The First Investigation
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Operatlons

All fatal road trafﬂc acudents

= Not 30-days rule
= Attacks of diseases included

Special projects on non-fatal accidents
~100 per year

VALT Method

Last revision in 2003
Standardised investigation forms

Independent
No stand on guilt or insurance compensation
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Investigation teams

=20 teams ~300 persons

sMembers of one team:
=Police officer
=\/ehicle specialist
=Road specialist
=Medical specialist
sBehavioural scientist

+additional experts
=Dangerous goods
=Railways
“Etc.
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Method

Analysis - What happened?
= Key event

Why did it happen?
= Immediate risk factors (active)
= Background risk factors

Why were there serious consequences?
= Injury risk factors

How could similar accidents be
prevented?

Preventative possibilities

Safety recommendations
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GOALS

= To Prevent accidents
= To Reduce serious consequences

To Produce safety recommendations
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Users of information

Authorities
Researchers
Reports
Statements

Training
Etc.
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Accident numbers
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Fatal motor vehicle accidents
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Fatal pedestrian and cyclist accidents
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Vehicle

of killed victim

’

Collisions,
non-guilty
vehicles;
16 %

Single
vehicle
accidents;
42 %

Collisions,
guilty
vehicles;
42 %

VALT Data 2003-2007
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Use of safety equipments

Killed in motor vehicles 1511 100
Not using safety equipment 654 43
Would have survived 277 42

Killed pedestrians 147
Not using reflector 122
Would have survived 41

Killed cyclists
Not using helmet 91
Would have survived 41

VALT Data 2003-2007
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Risks of guilty drivers

Intoxicant only 17%
Speeding only 12%
Intoxicant & speeding 17%
Driver’s condition, health 18%

Others 36%
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Contributing risks

P4

Human risk only (11%)

Human +
traffic environment
(12 %)

Human +

vehicle Human +

(16 %) traffic environment +
vehicle
(59 %)

Traffic environment +
vehicle (~0 %)

Human risk presents in 99% of accidents
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Accident risk / driver’s age
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Thank You for Your Attention!
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